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27. INTERNATIONAL COMPARISON

The section contains indicators of socio-economic development of Russia as compared with other countries of the world. The materials have been compiled using statistical publications of international organizations (UN, OECD, Eurostat, the Interstate Statistical Committee of the CIS and other) and national statistical offices. Data relating to Russia and other countries of the world have been made comparable with due regard for certain peculiarities of statistical indicators compilation in various countries. For some indicators of foreign countries presented data are preliminary.
To ensure international comparability of macroeconomic data, characterizing the level of development of the economy, at the end of 60-ies UN Statistical Division in cooperation with other international organizations, national statistical offices and research institutes designed the Project of international comparisons (since 1989 - International Comparison Program (UN ICP) based on purchasing power parities (PPP) of national currencies.

The adoption of the program is explained by the fact that conversion of national value indicators into unified currency on the basis of exchange rates does not reflect adequately comparable purchasing power parity of national currency in internal markets. 

Recalculation of GDP by currency exchange rate for transition and developing countries leads to data distortion due to various factors: actual currency rate does not reflect initial economic potential, changes of the rate do not coincide with changes of inflation in internal markets, daily fluctuations of the rate have speculative character, etc. 

UN ICP were carried out for base years 1970, 1973, 1975, 1980, 1985 and 1993.

Since 1980 international comparisons have been conducted by regional principle once per 3-5 years. European countries participate in European comparison program (ECP, rounds 1980, 1985, 1990, 1993, 1996, 1999, 2002 and 2005). 

146 countries and selected territories of the world participated in comparisons for 2005. To optimize the management of works all participants were grouped into six groups of countries (regions): countries of Asia (except West), countries of West Asia, countries of Africa, countries of South America, the CIS countries and the group of countries for which comparisons are coordinated by 
OECD – Eurostat. In accordance with the decision of UN Statistical commission the round of 2005 became the Global ICP round.   

 The base approach to international macroeconomic comparisons is as follows:

1. GDP of each country is divided into a number of homogeneous groups (“basic headings”) by components of GDP final use (households final consumption expenditures, final consumption expenditures of government institutions, gross capital formation and net exports of goods and services). 202 basic primary headings were selected for comparisons of OECD-Eurostat for 2005, for Global ICP round -155 primary headings (groups).  

2. Registration of national prices for selected representative items (goods and services) is carried out by coordinated list in the framework of each basic headings. According to the procedure each country was proposed to include in the item list for each basic heading at least one product representative for the structure of national consumption. While estimation of purchasing power parities, information on typical features of representative goods for internal market was taken into account. About 3000 consumer and investment items were included in the final item list of representative items for 2005 comparisons. To compile PPP at the level of basic headings the price ratio for selected items were aggregated. Then these PPP were weighted using structure of expenditures weights to compute PPP for each level of aggregation up to the GDP level. The methodology used permits to obtain results of the comparison that are independent on a chosen currency unit and on a base country.

3. Final value consumption expenditures (GDP) in national currency for all levels of aggregation are recomputed in “internationally comparable” using respective PPP’s.

Main indicators estimated in the framework of international comparisons are the following: 

purchasing power parities (PPP) represent the number of currency units required for purchase of some standard set of commodities and services, which may be bought for one currency unit of the base country (or for a common currency unit of countries' group). For instance, 100 US dollars are required to buy the imputed basket of commodities in the USA. In Russia 1274 RUR were required in 2005 to buy the same basket of commodities considering purchasing power parities of Russian currency. PPP is calculated for each level of GDP aggregation. PPP are traditionally expressed as related to USD for comparison of OECD-Eurostat, in European Union - in standard purchasing power (SPP) (equivalent to euro);

GDP volume indices and GDP volume per capita indices-  the ratio of GDP and ratio of GDP per capita of a country which is compared to GDP and GDP per capita of the basic country (group of countries). Nominal value indicators in national currency are recalculated with the help of purchasing power parities in a real value; 

comparative level of price - calculated as the ratio of PPP to the exchange rate. A difference between PPP and the exchange rate is used as the criterion for revealing «more cheap» or «more expensive» countries in comparison with the other country. Comparative price indices are also be compiled for every component of GDP expenditures. This indicator (which is widely used by tourists during a travel) is used to divide countries on «cheap» (with low prices) and «expensive» (with high national prices). This indicator  is widely used by tourists. The following regularity was revealed: the higher GDP volume per capita corresponds to the higher comparative price. Sharp change in comparative price level for the time usually shows considerable change in the situation of the country in international markets.

27.1. COMPARATIVE DATA ON SELECTED COUNTRIES 
OF THE WORLD1)
	
	Mid-year annual population2), mln. 
persons
	Number of employed population mln. 
persons
	Gross Domestic Product3) 1995=100
	Indices of house-hold’s expenditures on 
final consump-tion   2000=100
	Industrial output
 indices 2000=100
	Agricul-tural 
output 
indices 2000=100
	Consumer prices 
indices  
2000=100

	Russia
	142.0
	71.0
	165.6
	225.9
	151.34)
	138.2
	272.5

	Australia
	21.0
	10.4
	125
	1305)
	112
	84
	123

	Austria
	8.3
	4.0
	114
	112
	132
	97
	115

	Azerbaijan
	8.7
	4.1
	351
	2256)
	293
	156
	191

	Armenia
	3.2
	1.1
	245
	1816)
	159
	172
	138

	Belarus
	9.7
	4.5
	188
	265
	204
	151
	512

	Belgium
	10.6
	4.4
	114
	109
	113
	92
	115

	Bulgaria
	7.7
	3.3
	147
	150
	176
	88
	151

	Hungary
	10.1
	3.9
	129
	138
	158
	105
	149

	Germany
	82.3
	38.2
	109
	102
	119
	96
	113

	Greece
	11.2
	4.5
	134
	133
	102
	91
	126

	Georgia
	4.47)
	1.76)
	179
	…
	…
	…
	174

	Denmark
	5.5
	2.8
	1118)
	1178)
	109
	98
	114

	India
	1134
	…
	167
	…
	164
	111
	136

	Ireland
	4.4
	2.1
	145
	142
	144
	101
	130

	Spain
	44.9
	20.4
	127
	128
	109
	99.5
	125

	Italy
	59.4
	23.2
	108
	106
	98
	96
	117

	Kazakhstan
	15.7
	7.9
	204
	199
	182
	143
	198

	Canada
	33.0
	16.9
	120
	1275)
	104
	107
	117

	Kyrgyzstan
	5.2
	2.2
	145
	1956)
	112
	119
	177

	China
	1321
	769.9
	197
	…
	…
	127
	114

	Mexico
	105.8
	42.9
	119
	1305)
	…
	116
	137

	Netherlands
	16.4
	8.3
	114
	107
	109
	89
	116

	New
Zealand
	4.2
	2.2
	127
	1308)
	106
	112
	120


Continued table 27.1

	
	Mid-year annual population2), mln. 
persons
	Number of employed population mln. 
persons
	Gross Domestic Product3) 1995=100
	Indices of house-hold’s expenditures on 
final consump-tion 2000=100
	Industrial output
 indices
2000=100
	Agricul-tural 
output 
indices 2000=100
	Consumer prices 
indices  
2000=100

	Norway
	4.7
	2.4
	118
	135
	94
	101
	112

	Poland
	38.1
	15.2
	132
	127
	159
	94
	119

	Portugal
	10.6
	5.2
	107
	111
	105
	92
	123

	Republic of Korea
	48.5
	23.4
	138
	126
	156
	94
	123

	Republic of Moldova9)
	3.6
	1.3
	163
	188
	160
	116
	231

	United
Kingdom
	61.0
	29.1
	120
	122
	94
	96
	121

	USA
	301.6
	146.0
	117
	1225)
	107
	104
	120

	Tadjikistan
	7.3
	2.1
	197
	2716)
	193
	186
	332

	Turkey
	73.9
	21.2
	138
	141
	140
	106
	454

	Uzbekistan
	27.3
	10.76)
	168
	…
	204
	162
	…

	Ukraine
	46.2
	21.0
	171
	2486)
	186
	134
	226

	France
	61.7
	25.6
	113
	118
	104
	91
	113

	Sweden
	9.1
	4.5
	121
	117
	116
	92
	111

	Japan
	127.8
	64.1
	111
	108
	109
	101
	98


1) Data are presented: for Russia and other CIS countries - for 2008, for far abroad countries - for 2007, Agricultural production output index -for 2006.

2) For the majority of countries of the resident population size is presented
3) While estimating the GDP indices, data of OECD, the World Bank, IMF, the CIS Statistical Committee as well as national sources were used.

4) Aggregate production index for kinds of economic activities  «Mining and quarrying», «Manufacturing», «Electricity, gas  and water production and supply». Taking into account adjustments for informal activities.

5) Index of expenditures on final consumption of households and non-profit  institutions serving households.

6) 2007.
7) Excluding information on Abkhazia and South Ossetia, the beginning of 2008.
8) 2006.
9) Excluding data for the territories of left-bank of Dnestr river and Bendery city.

27.2. RUSSIA RANKING IN THE WORLD PRODUCTION 
OF SELECTED INDUSTRIAL AND AGRICULTURAL 
PRODUCTS in 2007 
	Industrial and agricultural products
	Ranking place 
of Russia

	Natural gas, crude oil 
(including gas condensate)
	1

	Potatoes
	2

	Wood removal, building bricks, brown coal, pig iron, 
sugar beet
	3

	Electric power, steel, rolled ferrous metals, mineral 
fertilizers, cotton fabrics, cereals and grain-been, 
	4

	Iron ore, cement, milk
	5

	Coal, sawn wood, Cattle and poultry for slaughter 
(slaughter weight)
	6

	Cellulose, butter
	7

	Fish and other sea food catching
	8

	Wool fabrics, footwear
	10

	Passenger motor cars (including assembling), paper, 
carton 
	11


27.3. BASIC INDICATORS OF 
GDP INTERNATIONAL COMPARISON in 20051)
	
	GDP
PPP,
bln. USD
	Share of 
country in total GDP PPP. 
World 
=100
	GDP PPP
per capita 
	PPP,
 national currency units 
for one 
USD
	Compar-able price level     (PPP to currency 
rate), 
percent

	
	
	
	USD
	USA
 = 100
	
	

	ОECD - Eurostat
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Australia
	671.5
	1.22
	32798
	78.7
	1.4
	106

	Austria
	280.8
	0.51
	34108
	81.8
	0.9
	109

	Albania
	16.8
	0.03
	5369
	12.9
	48.6
	48

	Belgium
	336.0
	0.61
	32077
	77.0
	0.9
	112

	Bulgaria
	72.2
	0.13
	9353
	22.4
	0.6
	38

	Bosnia & Herzegovina
	25.0
	0.05
	6506
	15.6
	0.7
	46

	Hungary
	171.6
	0.31
	17014
	40.8
	128.5
	64

	Germany
	2514.8
	4.57
	30496
	73.2
	0.9
	111

	Greece
	282.8
	0.51
	25520
	61.2
	0.7
	87

	Denmark
	182.2
	0.33
	33626
	80.7
	8.5
	142

	Israel
	156.7
	0.28
	23845
	57.2
	3.7
	83

	Ireland
	157.9
	0.29
	38058
	91.3
	1.0
	127

	Iceland
	10.5
	0.02
	35630
	85.5
	97.1
	154

	Spain
	1183.5
	2.15
	27270
	65.4
	0.8
	95

	Italy
	1626.3
	2.96
	27750
	66.6
	0.9
	109

	Canada
	1133.0
	2.06
	35078
	84.2
	1.2
	100

	Cyprus
	18.6
	0.03
	24473
	58.7
	0.4
	91

	Latvia
	30.4
	0.06
	13218
	31.7
	0.3
	53

	Lithuania
	48.1
	0.09
	14085
	33.8
	1.5
	53

	Luxembourg
	32.6
	0.06
	70014
	168.0
	0.9
	115

	Malta
	8.2
	0.01
	20410
	49.0
	0.2
	72

	Mexico
	1175.0
	2.14
	11317
	27.2
	7.1
	65

	Netherlands
	566.6
	1.03
	34724
	83.3
	0.9
	112

	New Zealand
	100.7
	0.18
	24554
	58.9
	1.5
	108

	Norway
	219.8
	0.40
	47551
	114.1
	8.8
	137

	Poland
	518.0
	0.94
	13573
	32.6
	1.9
	59

	Portugal
	211.0
	0.38
	20006
	48.0
	0.7
	88

	Republic of Korea
	1027.4
	1.87
	21342
	51.2
	788.9
	77

	Republic of Macedonia
	15.0
	0.03
	7393
	17.7
	19.1
	39

	Russian Federation
	1697.5
	3.09
	11861
	28.5
	12.7
	45

	Romania
	202.7
	0.37
	9374
	22.5
	1.4
	49

	Serbia
	64.1
	0.12
	8609
	20.7
	27.2
	41
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	GDP
PPP,
bln. USD
	Share of 
country in total GDP PPP. 
World 
=100
	GDP PPP
per capita 
	PPP,
 national currency units 
for one 
USD
	Compar-able price level     (PPP to currency 
rate), 
percent

	
	
	
	USD
	USA
 = 100
	
	

	Slovakia
	85.6
	0.16
	15881
	38.1
	17.2
	55

	Slovenia
	46.0
	0.08
	23004
	55.2
	147.0
	76

	United Kingdom
	1901.7
	3.46
	31580
	75.8
	0.6
	118

	USA
	12376.1
	22.51
	41674
	100.0
	1.0
	100

	Турция
	561.1
	1.02
	7786
	18.7
	0.9
	64

	Finland
	159.8
	0.29
	30469
	73.1
	1.0
	122

	France
	1862.2
	3.39
	29644
	71.1
	0.9
	115

	Croatia
	58.8
	0.11
	13232
	31.8
	3.9
	66

	Montenegro
	4.9
	0.01
	7833
	18.8
	0.4
	45

	Czech Republic
	207.6
	0.38
	20281
	48.7
	14.4
	60

	Switzerland
	266.3
	0.48
	35520
	85.2
	1.7
	140

	Sweden
	288.9
	0.53
	31995
	76.8
	9.2
	124

	Estonia
	22.4
	0.04
	16654
	40.0
	7.8
	62

	Japan
	3870.3
	7.04
	30290
	72.7
	129.6
	118

	Subtotal
	36469.0
	66.34
	26404
	63.4
	-
	99

	CIS
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Azerbaijan 
	38.4
	0.07
	4648
	11.2
	1631.6
	35

	Armenia
	12.6
	0.02
	3903
	9.4
	178.6
	39

	Belarus
	83.5
	0.15
	8541
	20.5
	779.3
	36

	Georgia
	15.3
	0.03
	3505
	8.4
	0.7
	41

	Kazakhstan
	131.8
	0.24
	8699
	20.9
	57.6
	43

	Kyrgyzstan
	8.9
	0.02
	1728
	4.1
	11.4
	28

	Republic of Moldova
	8.5
	0.02
	2362
	5.7
	4.4
	35

	Russian Federation
	1697.5
	3.09
	11861
	28.5
	12.7
	45

	Tadjikistan
	9.7
	0.02
	1413
	3.4
	0.7
	24

	Ukraine
	263.0
	0.48
	5583
	13.4
	1.7
	33

	Subtotal
	2269.2
	4.13
	9202
	22.1
	-
	43

	Asia
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Bangladesh
	173.8
	0.32
	1268
	3.0
	22.6
	35

	Brunei
	17.6
	0.03
	47465
	113.9
	0.9
	54

	Bhutan
	2.3
	0.00
	3694
	8.9
	15.7
	36

	Vietnam
	178.1
	0.32
	2142
	5.1
	4712.7
	30

	Hong Kong
	243.1
	0.44
	35680
	85.6
	5.7
	73

	India
	2341.0
	4.26
	2126
	5.1
	14.7
	33

	Indonesia
	707.9
	1.29
	3234
	7.8
	3934.3
	41

	Islam Republic Iran
	734.6
	1.34
	10692
	25.7
	2674.8
	30

	Cambodia
	20.1
	0.04
	1453
	3.5
	1278.6
	31

	China
	5333.2
	9.70
	4091
	9.8
	3.4
	42


Continued table. 27.3


	
	GDP
PPP,
bln. USD
	Share of 
country in total GDP PPP. 
World 
=100
	GDP PPP
per capita 
	PPP,
 national currency units 
for one 
USD
	Compar-able price level     (PPP to currency 
rate), 
percent

	
	
	
	USD
	USA
 = 100
	
	

	Laos
	10.2
	0.02
	1811
	4.3
	2988.4
	28

	Macao
	17.6
	0.03
	37256
	89.4
	5.3
	66

	Malaysia
	299.6
	0.54
	11466
	27.5
	1.7
	46

	Maldives
	1.2
	0.00
	4017
	9.6
	8.1
	64

	Mongolia
	6.7
	0.01
	2643
	6.3
	417.2
	35

	Nepal
	27.4
	0.05
	1081
	2.6
	22.7
	32

	Pakistan
	368.9
	0.67
	2396
	5.7
	19.1
	32

	Singapore 
	180.1
	0.33
	41479
	99.5
	1.1
	65

	Thailand
	444.9
	0.81
	6869
	16.5
	15.9
	40

	Taiwan (China)
	590.5
	1.07
	26069
	62.6
	19.3
	60

	Fiji
	3.5
	0.01
	4209
	10.1
	1.4
	85

	Philippines
	250.0
	0.45
	2932
	7.0
	21.8
	39

	Sri Lanka
	68.5
	0.12
	3481
	8.4
	35.2
	35

	Subtotal
	12020.7
	21.87
	3592
	8.6
	-
	41

	South America
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Argentina
	419.0
	0.76
	11063
	26.5
	1.3
	44

	Bolivia
	34.1
	0.06
	3618
	8.7
	2.2
	28

	Brazil
	1583.2
	2.88
	8596
	20.6
	1.4
	56

	Venezuela
	262.5
	0.48
	9876
	23.7
	1152.9
	55

	Columbia
	263.7
	0.48
	6306
	15.1
	1081.9
	47

	Paraguay
	23.0
	0.04
	3900
	9.4
	2006.8
	32

	Peru
	176.0
	0.32
	6466
	15.5
	1.5
	45

	Uruguay
	30.6
	0.06
	9266
	22.2
	13.3
	54

	Chili
	199.6
	0.36
	12262
	29.4
	333.7
	60

	Ecuador
	86.3
	0.16
	6533
	15.7
	0.4
	42

	Subtotal
	3078.1
	5.60
	8415
	20.2
	-
	52

	Africa
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Angola
	55.0
	0.10
	3533
	8.5
	44.5
	55

	Benin
	10.5
	0.02
	1390
	3.3
	219.6
	42

	Botswana
	20.5
	0.04
	12057
	28.9
	2.4
	47

	Burkina Faso
	14.6
	0.03
	1140
	2.7
	200.2
	38

	Burundi
	…
	…
	…
	…
	343.0
	32

	Gabon
	17.8
	0.03
	12742
	30.6
	256.2
	49

	Gambia
	1.1
	0.00
	726
	1.7
	7.6
	26

	Ghana
	26.1
	0.05
	1225
	2.9
	3720.6
	41

	Guinea
	8.8
	0.02
	946
	2.3
	1219.3
	33

	Guinea -Bissau
	0.8
	0.00
	569
	1.4
	217.3
	41

	Democratic Republic
Congo
	15.7
	0.03
	264
	0.6
	214.3
	45

	Djibouti
	1.5
	0.00
	1964
	4.7
	84.7
	48

	Egypt
	353.4
	0.64
	5049
	12.1
	1.6
	28
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	GDP
PPP,
bln. USD
	Share of 
country in total GDP PPP. 
World 
=100
	GDP PPP
per capita 
	PPP,
 national currency units 
for one 
USD
	Compar-able price level     (PPP to currency 
rate), 
percent

	
	
	
	USD
	USA
 = 100
	
	

	Zambia
	13.4
	0.02
	1175
	2.8
	2414.8
	54

	Zimbabwe
	6.2
	0.01
	538
	1.3
	33068.2
	…

	Cape Verde
	1.4
	0.00
	2831
	6.8
	69.4
	78

	Cameroon
	35.0
	0.06
	1995
	4.8
	251.0
	48

	Kenya
	47.9
	0.09
	1359
	3.3
	29.5
	39

	Comoro
	0.6
	0.00
	1063
	2.6
	226.2
	57

	Congo
	12.0
	0.02
	3621
	8.7
	268.8
	51

	Cote d'Ivoire
	30.1
	0.05
	1575
	3.8
	287.5
	55

	Lesotho
	2.6
	0.00
	1415
	3.4
	3.5
	55

	Liberia
	1.2
	0.00
	383
	0.9
	0.5
	49

	Mauritius
	12.6
	0.02
	10155
	24.4
	14.7
	50

	Mauritania
	4.8
	0.01
	1691
	4.1
	98.8
	37

	Madagascar
	16.8
	0.03
	988
	2.4
	649.6
	32

	Malawi
	8.6
	0.02
	691
	1.7
	39.0
	33

	Mali
	12.1
	0.02
	1027
	2.5
	240.1
	46

	Morocco
	107.1
	0.19
	3547
	8.5
	4.9
	55

	Mozambique 
	14.4
	0.03
	743
	1.8
	10909.5
	47

	Namibia
	9.3
	0.02
	4547
	10.9
	4.3
	67

	Niger
	7.7
	0.01
	613
	1.5
	226.7
	43

	Nigeria
	247.3
	0.45
	1892
	4.5
	60.2
	46

	United Republic
Tanzania
	35.9
	0.07
	1018
	2.4
	395.6
	35

	Rwanda
	7.2
	0.01
	813
	2.0
	186.2
	33

	San Tome & Principe
	0.2
	0.00
	1460
	3.5
	5558.1
	53

	Swaziland
	4.9
	0.01
	4384
	10.5
	3.3
	52

	Senegal
	18.1
	0.03
	1676
	4.0
	251.7
	48

	Sudan
	79.6
	0.14
	2249
	5.4
	107.7
	44

	Sierra Leone
	4.0
	0.01
	790
	1.9
	1074.1
	37

	Togo
	4.6
	0.01
	888
	2.1
	240.4
	46

	Tunisia
	64.8
	0.12
	6461
	15.5
	0.6
	45

	Uganda
	26.3
	0.05
	991
	2.4
	619.6
	35

	Central African 
Republic
	2.7
	0.00
	675
	1.6
	263.7
	50

	Chad
	14.9
	0.03
	1749
	4.2
	208.0
	39

	Ecuador
Guinea
	12.2
	0.02
	11999
	28.8
	287.4
	54

	Ethiopia
	42.5
	0.08
	591
	1.4
	2.3
	26

	South-African 
Republic
	397.5
	0.72
	8477
	20.3
	3.9
	61

	Subtotal
	1835.6
	3.34
	2223
	5.3
	-
	46

	The World, total
	54975.7
	100
	8971
	21.5
	-
	81


1) Countries are listed by the regions of comparison; Egypt and the Russian Federation are represented twice as participants of two comparison: Egypt as the participant of ICP in Africa and West Asia, the Russian Federation – in groups OECD-Eurostat and the CIS.
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